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Introduction
Much progress has occurred in observing, understanding and predicting ENSO, and attention has turned towards decadal variability of the coupled ocean-atmosphere system in the Pacific sector. Decadal variability is as important as ENSO to observe, understand and predict because it has significant effects on climate in many places around the world [cf. Mantua et al., 1997] , because these effects may combine with those of ENSO to produce climate extremes, and because these natural decadal variations must be taken into account in attempting to identify anthropogenic changes to the EOF2 of NFF is dominated by the decadal variation of rainfall discussed above, accounting for •18% of the total variance (Fig. 2b) . Elongated regions of maximum variability trending from southwest to northeast (Fig. 3) 
Salinity
The annual mean North Pacific sea surface salinity [SSS; e.g. Levitus and Boyer, 1994] shows an elongated maximum (>35 psu) centered along 25øN, from about 150øE to 135øW (Fig. 1) The time series of nonseasonal salinity departures in potential density coordinates (relative to the first 11 years of HOT observations) shows a pronounced salinity decrease in the upper pycnocline between 1991-97 at ALOHA (Fig.  2c) . The salinity anomalies appear to propagate downwards with time (Fig. 2c) . This is similar in nature to the down- 
